THE   LETTERS   OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

to the ears of Francis he tried to buy off Henry by promising tc
pay all his debts and pensions, and to cease interfering in Scotland,
Henry and Charles, however, had bound themselves, in the event
of war with France, not to treat separately either for a truce 01
for peace; and in spite of this tempting offer, Henry kept solemnly
to his pact, recalled his ambassador from Paris, and on June 23
declared war. The only action in which the English were con-
cerned during 1543, however, was the siege of Landrecies in
Flanders, A small force of some five or six thousand men, under
the command of Sir John Wallop, served with the Emperor's
army from July till November, when according to the ancient
habit of armies in Gaul, they went into winter quarters.

Henry himself crossed to France in July, 1544, and the
progress of events can be followed in the next three letters.

The first is a sign manual warrant issued in order to raise a
forced loan* It had been preceded in 1542 by a similar one, from
the repayment of which Henry had been released by Parliament
in 1543. Moreover, in 1543, subsidies had been raised from both
clergy and laity. To these indications of the enormous cost of
the war must also be added a benevolence of two shillings in the
pound which was raised in the following year.

iv.To THE PRIVY COUNCIL, AND OTHERS

[Aug. n, 1544.]

Trusty and well beloved, we greet you well.    And whereas
being entered into league and amity with our good brother, the
Emperor, and having covenanted with the same to invade pre-
sently, this year, the realm of France, as well for the preservation
of the state of Christendom, as for sundry our just and lawful
quarrels against the French King, for the which purpose, and fot
the better conducting of our affairs in that behalf, we have already
passed the seas in our own person with our puissant army; for-
asmuch as by the entry of the said wars, which (thanks be to
Almighty God) we have hitherto passed to our honour, with good
likelihood of better success, we see manifest occasion of much
greater charge than was at the beginning considered; as well foff
the tarrying longer forth, upon sundry respects other than
determined before our going, as also for the leaving of some